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Delmas Conley (71) and Kenny Christy (7) battle for position at Portsmouth Raceway Park.

DTWC back for sixth
consecutive season at PRP
Staff Report

Over the past five
years, the annual Dirt
Track World Championship (DTWC) — which
is arguably one of the
biggest dirt track racing events in the entire
country — has proven to
be an outstanding event
for Portsmouth Raceway
Park, the entire dirt track
racing community, and
the entire Tri-State Area
as a whole.
So it comes as no
surprise that exactly one
month after the conclusion of the Dirt Track
World Championship at
Portsmouth Raceway
Park, both parties were
announcing the return
of the famed event to
Portsmouth on November 16, 2016 for the sixth
consecutive edition of
the event.
Along with the
$100,000 grand prize,
the DTWC ensures the
best drivers in the Lucas
Oil Late Model Dirt
Series will once again
make their way toward

PRP, all with a singular goal in mind — to
cement their place in history while walking away
with 100 grand.
The format for the
DTWC, which PRP has
held since 2012, features
time trials, qualifying
heat races, B-mains,
a non-qualifying race
known as the “Jim Dunn
Memorial” and the main
event. The three-day
weekend features modified cars, racing for a
lower purse, and the latemods, which compete for
the grand prize.
Mooreburg, Tenn.
native Scott Bloomquist
and New Berlin, Ill.
resident Brandon Sheppard have proven to be
the drivers to beat since
the DTWC has made its
homage at Portsmouth
Raceway Park, with
Sheppard, the defending
DTWC winner, also taking home the victory in
2013. Bloomquist took
home wins in 2014 and
2015 in sandwiching in
his own presence at the
famed three-eights mile

oval, which attracted the
largest crowd in the history over the facility last
year at the DTWC as a
total of 164 cars, including 85 modifieds and 79
late models, showed up
to Portsmouth to compete in 2016.
However, aside from
the racing, the economic
impact on the area is
unparalleled. Take PRP
public address announcer
Chuck Greenslate, for
example, who believes
that the DTWC has
brought Portsmouth into
a positive light amongst
the dirt track racing community.
“I think that it’s been
monumental,” Greenslate
said. “It almost rivals, on
a smaller scale, to a city
becoming a host site for
a Super Bowl or a college
football national championship football game.
It brings people into our
town and community
who otherwise would not
be here. It actually forces
a lot of people to look on
See DTWC | 8
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The history of Portsmouth Raceway Park
Portsmouth Raceway Park
(PRP) was once a camping
ground for the Shawnee
Indians and other tribes.
On June 3, 1799 the town
Alexandria was plotted out.
Eventually, many floods
forced the people from the
land. During the years 1813
and 1814, one by one the
settlers moved to higher
ground, settling in what is
now Portsmouth. As the
years passed, this abandoned area was converted
into farmland.
In the 1970’s, Boone Coleman farmed this same land.
During the summer of
1990, Boone brought in
graders, bulldozers, trucks
and started tearing up the
land. People asked, “Boone,
what are you doing?” He
replied, “My son, Tim, has
a race car (mini sprint) and
no place to practice!”
Before long, Boonie had
quite a bit of money put into
the project, so he thought, “I’ll
put some seats in and try to
recover a little of this green
stuff (money).”
Now the farmer turned
contractor turned track owner,
called on an old friend who
had fooled around racing for

Submitted Photo

fogged in as it sets along the
river and no one could see
what was happening. When
workmen arrived the following
morning they were devastated
to find everything destroyed.
The area was described to
have looked similar to a battle
zone.
It took a lot of prayer,
strength and courage to meet
this situation head on, help
of the community, family and
friends, PRP was rebuilt.
Within two weeks of the
incident PRP was open and
ready to race again.
As the years went by various
improvement were made
at PRP, such as increased
seating, improvements to the
grounds and make PRP one of
the nicest dirt racing facilities
in the area. In the fall of 1999
the track around PRP was
enlarged to 3/8 mile.
Officials with PRP have a
goal of making it one of the
finest, cleanest and most
family oriented racetrack in
the tri-state area. By your
attendance you, the race fans,
are the ones that help PRP
enjoy the success that it has
had.
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Let Us help you get the Party
started!! We have the area’s largest
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and premium Cigars.
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Cooper battling in the trenches
Senior standout doubles in football, racing
By Kevin Colley

kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

Simultaneously doubling as a high school
defensive lineman for one
of the best high school
football teams that’s
ever been assembled in
Southeastern Ohio and
as a crew member for a
race team that collected
five top-10s in six races at
Portsmouth Raceway Park
is obviously the work of
a person who has a lot of
skill — and a lot of mental
toughness.
As a whole, Wheelersburg senior standout
Jeremy Cooper may not
being participating in the
most glamorous positions
or have the biggest spotlight shone on him. However, Cooper has shown
on multiple occasions that
he doesn’t care about the
glamour. He cares about
simply getting the job
done.
However, there is one
question that looms large:
how has the senior managed to get the job done
in both fields?
“You just have to figure
out how to balance it
effectively,” Cooper said.
“Sometimes, there’s racing on Friday nights, but
obviously, football is being
played on the same day.
It’s one of those things
where, at this point in
time, football comes first,
and then, I can focus on
racing after that.”
Through football
and racing, Cooper has
learned many skills that
will help the youngster

as he beings to carve out
his own path in the game
of life. However, the 5-8,
185-pounder says that
both sports have, more
than anything, helped him
recognize the need to be a
team player in all aspects.
“The same thing applies
in both sports,” Cooper
said. “Having a driver in
a car is one thing, but you
have to have a crew that
will work well with you,
and a driver that will work
well with a crew, to make
a car better. On the football field, you can have 11
guys out there, and they
can all be talented, but if
you aren’t working together as a team or making
sure that each individual
is doing their assignment
properly, then it won’t
matter how talented you
are as an individual. I’ve
also found racing and
football to be more of a
family-oriented thing in
both aspects.”
Like Cooper says,
both sports do offer vast
amounts of similarities.
Just showing up on the
sidelines on Friday nights
before football games, or
in the pits on Saturdays
before races, won’t cut it
if one is trying to ace the
ultimate test. So Cooper,
like his 93 additional
Wheelersburg teammates,
are watching film and are
putting in the necessary
reps to succeed on the
football field, which goes
hand-in-hand with the
many hours that Cooper
puts in at the shop to
perfect the car for his
brother, Justin.

And in both cases, just
watching film and putting
in repetitions in practice,
or testing a race car and
putting in those long
hours at the shop, may not
be enough if the mental
preparation isn’t there.
“It’s tough,” Cooper
said. “You’ve got to be
really disciplined on the
football field, and know
what you’re doing, week
in and week out. It’s really
the same as racing. In it,
you don’t know what to
expect. Until you get on
the field, you don’t really
know what the person
across from you is going
to be doing, or what the
whole team, in general,
is going to be doing. As
for the track, it’s always
different every week, so
it’s hard to know what to
expect when you show up.
You’ve just got to be ready
for anything.”
On the track, Jeremy
proved to be a successful
shop hand throughout
the 2017 season at Portsmouth Raceway Park,
as Justin collected two
top-fives and five top-tens
in six races in the modified division. But ever
the team player, Jeremy,
however, credits Justin for
executing on the track.
“I just help set up the
car throughout the week,”
Cooper said. “I’ll get tires
at the track, and stuff like
that. This is only Justin’s
second year behind the
wheel of a modified,”
Cooper said. “He’s being
doing a good job. We’ve
all been figuring out
things as a team in order

Justin Cooper

Above left: Jeremy Cooper (outside car) talking to Justin Cooper (inside car). Bottom left: Jeremy Cooper
(standing) and Justin Cooper (sitting). Right: Jeremy Cooper stands as he is introduced at Ed Miller
Stadium.

to try to pick up a win.”
As far as the football
field is concerned, Jeremy
has continued to play a
vital role while starring all
across the defensive line.
Despite going up against
linemen that best Cooper
by at least six inches and
80 pounds in measurables,
the 5-8, 185-pound nose
guard/defensive end has
won the majority of his
one-on-one battles.
Through the first six
games of the 2017 campaign, Cooper had accumulated a dozen tackles
— including seven solo
stops — and was one of
10 players to record a sack

for the 6-0 Pirates, who
were the Ohio AP Division V Football Poll’s No.
2-ranked team as of Oct.
2. Jeremy also collected
three quarterback hurries
to boot to place the gritty
athlete in second place in
that category.
“We’ve got amazing
coaches,” Cooper said of
the team’s success. “It’s
not only (Rob Woodward, Wheelersburg head
coach), but the entire
staff, both on the offensive
and defensive side of the
football. It’s a great experience.”
But as good as he has
been in both football and

racing, it’s clear that both
sports have given something to Jeremy Cooper
that is more valuable than
wins on the football field
or checkered flags in the
sport of racing.
“Racing and football
have taught me how to
work well with people
and how to get along with
others,” Cooper said. “It’s
not only taught me how
to balance all tasks in
life effectively, but how
to work well together
with others as a part of a
team.”
Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 3533101 ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @
ColleyKevin7
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2017 RACEWAY SHUTTLE STOPS

Penn Station

Weaver’s
Gas & Oil

US 23 N.

US 23 S.

The Mill

10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday, October 18, 2017 – Saturday, October 21, 2017
Swartz
Race Cars
US 52 W.
Party
Connection

Giovanni’s

US 52 E.
Hot Head
Burritos

Gatti’s
Pizza

Seventh Street

Second Street
Weaver’s
Beer Cave

Chamber of
Commerce

Gallia Street

Morgan
Brothers

Start Portsmouth
Raceway
PIT STOP 1
Portsmouth Brewing
Company
Fork & Finger Restaurant
PIT STOP 2
Market Square
Market Street Café
PIT STOP 3
Patties & Pints

PIT STOP 4
Toro Loco Mexican
Restaurant
PIT STOP 5
Kroger
PIT STOP 6
Scioto Ribber Restaurant
PIT STOP 7
Fred’s Pizza Express
Pasty’s Inn

PIT STOP 8
Bob Evan’s Restaurant
PIT STOP 9
Buffalo Wild Wings
PIT STOP 10
Tim Horton’s
PIT STOP 11
CVS Pharmacy
Rapid Fired Pizza
Return to Portsmouth
Raceway

WELCOME

RACE FANS
Come see our new Beer Cave!
Charley Biggs Chicken
Breakfast • Deli
Weaver’s Gas and Oil, Inc.

13352 US Highway 52 West Portsmouth
740-858-6021
www.weaversgasandoil.com

OH-70004773

Washington Street

Mex-Itali Inn
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Berry, berry good
By Kevin Colley

kcolley@aimmediamidwest.com

Over the years, there
have been many dirt
track sensations that
have eventually become
stars not only in dirt
track racing, but in other
racing series as well.
When one reads that
sentence, individuals
think of some of the
more successful names
in dirt track racing, such
as the late Bryan Clauson, Tyler Reddick, and
Bobby Pierce, among
many others.
However, it is possible that Portsmouth
Raceway Park could very
well be home to another
young racing sensation.
While it may be
unfair to put 15-year old
Brayden Berry on that
pedestal just yet, one
thing is for sure — Berry
has proven himself as a
strong racer despite his
youth.
With two wins at
Portsmouth Raceway
Park in the sport modified division and a top10 points finish to his

Submitted Photo

Tyler Carr

credit, the Rarden,
Ohio native has already
accomplished more in
just two seasons of racing at the storied dirt
track facility than most
racers accomplish across
a decade in the sport.
However, despite
obtaining a pair of victories in cars that weigh
thousands of pounds
without an official driver’s license to his name,

the humble teenager
is just thankful for the
opportunity to take part
in a sport that has always
been a passion of his.
“It makes me feel
good,” Berry said. “It has
always been my dream.”
That dream, which
has always been prevalent since the 15-year
old’s days as a younger
child growing up on the
western end of Scioto

1925 11th Street
Portsmouth, Ohio

740-335-3922

www.portsmouthgiovannis.com

60617970

OH-70004906

OF PORTSMOUTH

County, was enhanced
when Berry attended
a go-kart race with his
parents. Like his father,
Eric — who had already
been stung by the racing
bug — Berry was hooked
as soon as the youngster
got behind the wheel.
Brayden then officially
began his foray into racing not long afterward.
“My parents took me
to a go-kart race and I
wanted to try,” Berry
said. “So I did. I started
when I was eight years
old in racing.”
Since that time, it’s
been nothing less than
full-speed ahead for
Brayden. The youngster
proved that within a matter of a season at PRP
when the then 14-year
old, who started in
fourth place in a sport
modified feature on July
30, 2016, took the lead
on the sixth lap of a
15-lap A-Main and held

the point the rest of the
way en route to claiming
the checkered flag ahead
of Emily Jordan and
Derek Richmond, who
have won the last pair
of track championships
in 2016 and 2017 in the
sport mod division.
However, Brayden
wanted to prove that he
was no one-hit wonder.
On August 19, Berry
did exactly that by
leading every lap of a
sport modified A-Main
during the Fred Dillow Memorial Weekend
festivities — which has
annually proven to have
had among the highest
car counts across all
four of the racing divisions that the famed
three-eighths mile oval
offers (late model, modified, limited late model,
and sport mod). Berry,
again, edged some of the
best in the business by
beating Richmond, B.J.
Branham, Luke Jordan,
and Brianna Robinson
in the feature and used

that win, along with five
top-10 finishes in eight
feature races, to collect a
10th-place points finish
at just 15 years of age.
With a few of the more
well-known drivers at
Portsmouth Raceway
Park helping him out,
including Doug Atkins,
Randy Ross, and the
legendary Steve Francis — who has won the
World 100 at Eldora,
the Knoxville Nationals
in Knoxville, Ia., and
the DTWC — mentoring him, Brayden Berry
certainly has the right
people around him if the
teenager wants to go farther in the sport.
And at the end of the
day, that is the ultimate
desire for the Scioto
County racing hopeful.
“It feels really awesome,” Berry said. “It
means everything to me.
I want to take it as far as
I can go.”
Reach Kevin Colley at (740) 3533101 ext. 1930 OR on Twitter @
ColleyKevin7
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Explore area attractions and historic sites
Artist Robert Dafford has helped turn
a 2,000 foot concrete floodwall along the
Ohio River in Portsmouth, Ohio, into an
outdoor art gallery depicting the history
of Portsmouth and surrounding areas.
Dafford, a native of Lafayette, LA, is an
internationally known muralist who has
over 25 years of experience. His work is
on display throughout the United States,
Canada and Europe. The planning
stages of the Floodwall Mural Project
began in 1992 with the formation of the
Portsmouth Murals, Inc. The purpose
of the project is to depict the history of
the Portsmouth area, creating one of the
world’s single largest mural projects. The
section of the floodwall included in the
project is 20 feet high and extends for
2,200 feet along Front Street in downtown Portsmouth.

ANTIQUE SHOPS

You’ll find antique shopping at its best
in Southern Ohio. Whether its downtown Portsmouth or one our picturesque
country roads – quaint shops await you.
Spend a weekend browsing Portsmouth’s
Historic Boneyfiddle District and get
lost in the nostalgia you find in the
antique and specialty shops. The district
bears a strong resemblance of the town it
was in the 1860’s. Antique and specialty
shops also adorn the nearby downtown
business district of Portsmouth.

BIKING, WALKING & HIKING

• Whether you’re exploring the area
on two feet or two wheels, be sure to follow the scenic road along the Ohio River.
Take time to go to Alexandria Point
where the Ohio and Scioto Rivers meet.
If you can, take time for a picnic or outdoor lunch at Alexandria Point Park and
enjoy the serenity and the view.
• Portsmouth has some very pretty
residential areas also, so, as you get your
exercise, enjoy the peaceful tree-lined
streets and view a variety of homes and
neighborhoods from historic to contemporary.
• Shawnee State Forest provides
a number of marked roads and trails
for walking, hiking and biking. Travel
through the forest and find wild-flowerfilled glades, hilly climbs and phenom-

enal views from every vantage point.
Enjoy what is truly one of the area’s
treasures.

INDIAN MOUNDS

• Serpent Mound: Built between 100
B.C. and 700 A.D., this is one of the few
effigy mounds in Ohio and is the largest
and finest serpent effigy in the United
States. The earthen “serpent” stretches
nearly a quarter of a mile. 36 miles
northwest of St. Rt. 73, near Locust
Grove. Call (937) 587-2796.
• Mound Park: Horseshoe-shaped
Indian burial grounds located in one of
our beautiful city parks on 17th St. in
Portsmouth.
• Tremper Mound: Tremper is the
historical site where the famous Indian
“stone pipe” artifacts were discovered.
Situated at the southwest junction of
Route 73 and Route 104, six miles from
Portsmouth.

HISTORIC HOMES

Shopping Comfort Inn 5100 Scioto Trail
US 23 N Portsmouth, Ohio 45662 (740)353-3232 · 62 Rooms * 3 Jacuzzi Suite *
Heated Indoor Pool * Free Hot Breakfast
Bar * Conference Room * Warm Cookies
Every Evening * Fitness Center
• Ameristay 3762 US 23 Portsmouth,
Ohio 45662 (740) 354-2851 Conveniently located only minutes from downtown
• Super 8 Motel U.S. Route 23 Portsmouth, Ohio 45662 (740) 353-8880 · 52
Units * 2 Jacuzzi Suites * Indoor Pool &
Hot Tub * Free Continental Breakfast
• Comfort Inn 8226 Ohio River Road
Wheelersburg, Ohio 45694 (614) 5741046 · 47 Regular Rooms * Free Continental Breakfast * Indoor Pool * Conference Room * Free Access to Fitness
world
• Shawnee State Park Lodge Route 125
West Portsmouth, Ohio 45662 (740)
858-6621 · 50 Rooms * 25 Cabins *
Indoor/Outdoor Pool * Game Room *
Tennis & Basketball Courts * Banquet

• 1810 House: Examine and hold
timeless articles found throughout this
extraordinary “touching museum.”
Open 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturdays
and Sundays, May through December;
other times by appointment. Donations
accepted. Located at 1926 Waller Street,
Portsmouth. Call (740) 354-3760.
• The Philip Moore, Jr. Stone House:
Dating back to 1797, this is the oldest
house in Scioto County. The birthplace
of Methodism in the county, it is also
the last remnant of Alexandria. Pioneer
furnishings. On Hill Road, West Portsmouth. Tours by appointment. Call
(740) 353-5605.

Facilities up to 500 * Forest & Park Recreation
BED & BREAKFASTS
• Riverview Bed & Breakfast Inn 91
Riverview Drive Franklin Furnace, Ohio
45629 (740) 355-4004 Toll Free 1-888388-VIEW “Sleeping, meeting and celebrating on the Ohio River.” Innkeepers:
George & Bobbi Sich

ATTRACTION - ENTERTAINMENT

• Portsmouth Raceway Park Inc.
P.O. Box 1543 Portsmouth, Ohio 45662
(740) 354-FAST Non-Season (740) 8586661
Situated on the picturesque Ohio
River Valley, Portsmouth Raceway Park
is located 1 mile west of Portsmouth off
U.S. Route 52 and State Routes 73 and
104. It is a 3/8 mile clay high banked
track with seating for over 4,000 spectators with additional seating of 300 in the

See ATTRACTIONS | 8

Welcome Dirt Track Drivers and Fans

ACCOMMODATIONS
HOTELS AND MOTELS
• Holiday Inn 711 Second Street
(Downtown Portsmouth) Portsmouth,
Ohio 45662 (740) 354-7711 · 88 Rooms
* Oscar’s Restaurant onsite * Indoor
Pool & Hot Tub * Banquet Facilities *
Convenient Downtown Location (Near
Shawnee State University)
• Days Inn 8404 Ohio River Road
Wheelersburg, Ohio 45694 (740) 5748431 · 62 Rooms * Cable TV * Free HBO
* Bob Evans Restaurant On Premises *
Outdoor Pool * Close to Theaters and

OH-70004402

MURALS

We sell the finest Race parts in the Industry
Contact us at:
740 820-2341 or Swartzracecars@hotmail.com
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a map and find out where
Portsmouth, Ohio is located at. We anticipate this
event bringing in around
10,000 people just for the
weekend of the Dirt Track
World Championship.”
And that’s something
that can’t be denied,
whether one is a race fan
or not.
“We realize that not
everybody in our area is
a race fan, and we realize
that not everybody understands or perhaps even
cares about this event,
but what I hope everyone
cares about is the fact that
this event brings a lot of
people into our town,”
Greenslate said. “It’s a
fusion into our economy.

It’s definitely a three-day
weekend, if not an entire
week, where people will
be going around town and
checking out the sites.
They’ll be looking at the
floodwall murals. They’ll
be staying in the hotels
and vising our shops.”
The festivities begin
Thursday Oct. 19, with
modified heat races,
B-Mains, and the nonqualifier race, while the
late model heats and
the Ohio Valley Roofers
Legend Car Series will
be held Friday night. On
Saturday, the event will
officially conclude with
the late model B-Mains
and the main cards on
the DTWC menu — the
$3,000 to win “Jim Dunn
Memorial,” the $4,000 to
win UMP Modified feature, and the 37th Annual
Rhino Ag Dirt Track
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Four-wide action at Portsmouth Raceway Park.

Jackie Boggs (4) and R.J. Conley (71) battle for the lead at Portsmouth
Raceway Park.

World Championship presented by Optima Batteries — during the evening
hours.
The DTWC, which was
started by Pennsboro (W.
Va.) Speedway track promoter Carl Short in 1981,
has seen 26 different winners across its 37-year
history, with Knoxville
(Tenn.) native Freddy
Smith obtaining the most

victories in the history
of the DTWC with five.
Overall, three Tri-State
Area drivers have won the
event, with Jack Boggs
(three times; 1984, 1990,
1995), Charlie Swartz
(1982) and Steve Francis
(1999) reaching victory
circle.
For more information on the event or
start times, visit www.thedtwc.com.

R.J. Conley (71) and Eddie Carrier, Jr. (10) battle for the point.

Attractions
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pit area. Regular Saturday night racing
format consists of Late Model, Modified, Street Stocks, and Bombers.
• Southern Ohio Opry - Real County!
Located five miles west of Lucasville,
the Southern Ohio Opry offers the
finest talent from Ohio, Kentucky and
West Virginia, every Saturday night.
Doors open at 6:00 pm, show begins at
7:00 pm. Call (740) 259-1195 for more
information. Family friendly, smokefree environment.

OH-70004760

DINING

• Belini Cucina Italian Restaurant
603 Chillicothe Street 740-353-3141
• Port City Cafe & Pub Ohio’s southern most Irish Pub! 424 Chillicothe
Street 740-355-9015 https://www.facebook.com/portcitycafeandpub
• The Scioto Ribber Steak House 1026
Gallia Street 740-353-9329
• Portsmouth Brewing Co. & Restaurant
Brewed by Mault Brothers 224 Second
Street 740-354-6106 https://www.facebook.com/PortsBrewCo

• Second Street Dari Creme Owned
and operated by the Born family since
1956 333 Second Street 740-354-1610
• Market Street Cafe Cafe/ Coffee
Shop & Gift Shop, also offering catering trays 212-214 Market Street 740354-6020
• Helen’s Bakery 219 Market Street
740-353-2620
• Brain Freeze Frozen Yogurt Bar Get
yo freeze on! 507 Second Street and
Walmart Plaza 740-981-9648 and 740354-0111
• Oscar’s 711 Second Street, Portsmouth, Ohio, 740-354-7788
• Hot Head Burrito 929 Chillicothe
Street, Portsmouth, Ohio, 740-5291871
• Richard Noggins Pub 821 Gallia
Street 740-355-1166
• Frank & Steins 707 Chillicothe
Street 740-353-1542
• The Party Connection 1800 wines,
500 craft and imported beers; free wine
tastings available 2034 11th Street 740353-7227 https://www.facebook.com/
ThePartyConnectionInc
• Toro Loco Authentic Mexican Restaurant Where you come to have a fun
time! 701 Washington Street 740-3540407 https://www.facebook.com/torol2
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Visit Portsmouth’s Floodwall Murals
Explore the history depicted in Portsmouth’s famous
floodwall murals. This tour
covers some 2,000 years of
history at the confluence of
the Scioto and Ohio Rivers,
from the ancient Adena and
Hopewell to the workers
at Williams Shoe factory
in downtown Portsmouth.
Explore in more detail some
of the history depicted in
Robert Dafford’s epic Portsmouth Floodwall Murals.
The history of human
settlement at the Mouth of
the Scioto has always been
shaped by the rise and fall of
flood waters. Over the millennia it is clear that settlements
and towns have come and
gone at the confluence, their
fates frequently sealed by
the high waters of the Scioto

and the Ohio. The Shawnee
and the Americans would
abandoned their first settlements on the West Side of
the Mouth for higher ground
on the East, and ultimately
Portsmouth emerged triumphant after its founding in
1803. The two rivers wiped
out Lower Shawnee Town
and Alexandria and gave
birth to Portsmouth.
Portsmouth’s higher
ground was never that much
higher than the first settlements on the West Side and
she too has experienced
massive flooding on occasion
throughout the nineteenth
century and early twentieth.
In time, the people of Portsmouth would seek protection
behind an ever-increasing
massive floodwall and levy

system. The first flood wall
of Portsmouth may have
been too short to keep out
the flood waters of 1937, but
when the walls were raised
and the levies extended
in the 1940s, Portsmouth
became a walled city, the
view of the river blocked,
the residences and factories
dry. Aesthetically, the flood
walls came to be recognized
universally as an eyesore and
perhaps, worse, as some had
concluded, an obstruction to
the economic redevelopment
of the city.
In the 1990s as residents
of the city struggled with
the global forces of deindustrialization that had shut
down factories throughout
the Scioto and Ohio valleys,

Various Portsmouth Murals
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Come Celebrate with us

EST. 2014

Restaurant and Grill

★

THE MILL
★ ★★

TAVERN

HAPPY HOUR

2017 Voted Best:
Pizza
Italian
Mexican
Waitress

4pm - 7pm &
BEST Burgers
in Portsmouth!

740-355-8500

OH-70003557

OH-70004875

1619 Chillicothe St., Portsmouth, Ohio, 45662

Open Sun. 10:30-4; Tues. - Sat. 10:30-9 • Closed Monday
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community leaders launched an
ambitious historical murals project. Some 2,000 years of history
would come to be painted on
2000 feet of flood wall, helping
generate much needed tourism
as well as a sense of community
and identity for a great and historic city, a place that had seen
the rise and fall of Native American civilizations, including the
Adena, Ohio Hopewell, and Fort
Ancient Cultures, and the rise

and fall of the American steel,
shoe, and nuclear industries.
The narrative arc of the
murals would also point to the
revival and economic redevelopment of the city, as seen in
the rise of Shawnee State University and the Southern Ohio
Medical Center.
Robert Dafford, the artist
hired to complete the murals,
once explained the significance
of the project by pointing to
its transformative effect on
the residents of Portsmouth.
The flood defenses, what Dafford compared to “a medieval
prison wall,” had become “a

piece of art that has something
to do with the people who live
there. It’s their art. It’s their
history. It’s their ancestry. And
it changes their feeling about
where they live.” For visitors
to Portsmouth, the murals help
orient them to the history of the
city and the larger Scioto Valley; it leaves them with a new
appreciation for the significance
of this old river town.
Explore the history depicted
on Portsmouth’s Floodwall
Murals. Start your visit at the
Scioto County Welcome Center,
where one can study historical
exhibits and see Robert Daf-

ford’s portrait of Ava and Dr.
Louis Chaboudy, the local couple who are credited with having had the inspiration for the
murals. Watch a short documentary on the history of the mural
project by John and Nathan
Lorentz, the award-winning,
Portsmouth father and son team
of film makers [Coming Soon!].
Then take a walking tour of the
murals themselves, before taking Scioto Historical’s driving
tour of local sites depicted in
Dafford’s epic paintings.
Visit Alexandria Point Park,
which overlooks the confluence
of the Scioto and Ohio Rivers,

and consider the history of
the Alexandria Stone, the last
remaining, chiseled sandstone
block salvaged from the abandoned ruins of the first American settlement at the Mouth of
the Scioto.
Cross the Scioto and drive
out to the West Side and tour
the Shawnee Forest, stopping
to view Roosevelt Lake and
Spillway Bridge across Turkey
Creek. Take a day hike on the
Roosevelt Lake Overlook Trail
or visit the Shawnee State Park
Nature Center and learn about
the history of the Civilian Conservation Corps. This federal

Welcome to all Race Fans

PENN STATION
1605 Chillicothe, Portsmouth

740-353-8300

Come in and enjoy the Pizza that won the Best Tasting pizza in Mid-West
America. "Italian Sub Pizza" among all our other pizzas. We are a Pizza,
Pasta, Salad and Dessert Buffet. All day long! For the kid in you, we
have a game room.
Just mention "RACEWAY" and two can dine for $12.99 drink included
plus tax. No coupon needed. And the Deals keep getting better. Take
our buffet to go for only $4.99 per pound, or carry out one of our delicious Pizza.

THIS CERTIFICATE GOOD FOR
Valid Thursday October 18th - Sunday October 21 ONLY
ONE (1) FREE SMALL (8”) SUB WITH PURCHASE OF
ANOTHER SMALL (8”) SUB OF EQUAL OR
GREATER VALUE AT REGULAR PRICE
VALUE UP TO $6.89

OH-70003743

We are one of the stops along the way. Hop aboard the bus and come
and dine with US! Remember mention "RACEWAY"and we will take
care of the rest. At Gattis Pizza!
60682167

21st, 2017.
OH-70004728
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jobs program from the 1930s
included two special camps of
segregated, all African-American and World War I veterans.
Learn about the CCC and the
origins of Roosevelt Lake and
Shawnee State Park.
Drive through the Shawnee
Forest to Dr. John Simon’s Farm
on Pond Creek and study one of
Robert Dafford’s lesser-known
murals, one which illustrates the
process of sorghum syrup making, as practiced by Dr. John

Simon. Drive up Duck Run and
visit the childhood homes of
twentieth-century heroes Roy
Rogers and Branch Rickey. Stop
off at Lock 48 in Rushtown and
consider one of the massive cutstone locks from the old Ohio &
Erie Canal, a state-funded transportation project that brought
great prosperity to the valley in
the 1830s.
Return to Portsmouth and
visit the grave of Bessie Tomlin,
who lost her life in the epic

Flood of 1937 and contemplate
the history of the Civil War
Memorial in Greenlawn Cemetery’s Soldier’s Circle. Walk the
grounds of Mound Park, which
preserves one of the two horseshoe-shaped mounds that once
stood at the center of a massive
complex of earthworks at the
confluence of the Scioto and
Ohio Rivers. Explore historic
sites associated with the Portsmouth shoe industry, including
the old factory locations of

WELCOME

RACE
FANS
BEST BREAKFAST AROUND!
All your Favorite Snacks and Drinks
Fuel
Propane Tank Exchange
Weaver’s Gas and Oil, Inc.

22428 SR 73 West Portsmouth, OH
OH-70004778

Friday, October 13, 2017

740-858-6031 • www.weaversgasandoil.com

Mitchellace, Williams Manufacturing, and Excelsior Shoes.
Visit the Southern Ohio
Museum & Cultural Center
on the Esplanade, where you
can see images from the Carl
Ackerman Collection, whose
historical photos were the
basis of many of Robert Dafford’s flood wall murals. Lastly,
after viewing selections from
the museum’s Clarence Carter
Collection, end your tour at
the Portsmouth Post Office on

Gay Street, where you can view
the original murals of Carter,
a native son and the city’s first
muralist who went onto international acclaim.
Source: Andrew Lee Feight, Ph.D.
www.sciotohistorical.org
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WELCOME TO SCIOTO COUNTY
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Scioto County Board of Commissioners

